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-~· LI'!El\Jil\Y,·~- · [ the system of created thirnzs in-
1 u 
--------------- i creases the knowledge of human-
1~:EAL. 
ll\' :-,;, 
I built a castle 
Bright and fair 
Amid the clouds-
'Twas made of air. 
'Twas beautiful, 
It grew apace 
Till scarce [ could 
Its contour trace. 
A glow, a halo 
Round it spread, 
And quick my fancy 
To it sped. 
And there I lingered, 
Gleaning gold 
And ~ems of thought 
A hundred fold. 
But soon, ah! soon 
The castle fell-
'Tw.as common sense 
That blew-ah, well ! 
---·~ ... ~"----
POWER OF PURPOSE. 
: ity, strengthens man's power over 
1 the elements of the universe, and 
i enables him to look with greater 
· intelligence through nature up to 
: nature's Goel. But things of im-
'. portancc are brought to light only 
• by labor of body or mind in the 
pursuit of some fixed purpose, 
. some end which the revealer sets 
. before him as the goal to be 
reached ; for it is not eminent tal;-
ent that is required to insure sue~ 
· cess in any pursuit so much as 
: purpose. 
The encl de.sired may not always 
be reached. Every man has his 
· limitations. The bullet always 
: strikes below the mark aimed at. 
But a purpose is sure to carry one 
j toward some kind. of success, for 
, actions premeditated and aimed at 
! some mark are sure to strike some-
. thing, but aim at nothing and no 
• impression is made. 
Often the encl accomplished 
Proves (!reater than that aimed at. 
BY JCLIA WENTC!I. u 
: Shakespeare went clown to Lon-
That nation which most intelli- . don to retrieve his fortune, but 
gently applies nature's . laws as to the ardor with which he sought 
enlightenrnent ranks first. The dis- 11 it unwittingly ended in the great-
covcry of every truth concerning est achievement of human intellect. 
LITERARY. 
Saul determined to crush out 
Christianity, but the energy of his 
purpose was reversed to the op-
posite and immeasurably nobler 
end. 
Man being the architect of his 
own character, his materials for 
building are supplied to a great 
extent by his environment. Thus, 
the circumstances under which be 
is placed, the characters with 
whom he is associated, determine 
largely his success or failure in any 
attempt. Two forces may be so 
combined that their resultant will 
produce the whole effect of the co-
operating forces, or they may be 
brought to bear upon each other 
in such a manner that they are in 
equilibrium and no progress is 
made. This is equally true in life. 
When one has decided upon the 
course he wishes to pursue, suc-
cess is most likely to crown h;s ef-
forts if the forces exerted act in the 
same direction to the same end. 
Is it not wise to take a position on 
the stage of life where our envi-
ronment and associates· will accel-
erate rather than retard our prog-
ress? 
Perseverance is a support upon 
which the accomplishment of our 
purpose largely depends. No 
high aim is achieved without 
overcoming difficulties, and the 
greater the obstacle removed the 
more worthy the result. But the 
most unyielding barriers disappear 
before the man that perseveres, 
and, as some one has said, "Every 
difficulty becomes an opportunity." 
The lives of our greatest men, and 
the greatest are those who hav(: 
lived to the greatest purpose, 
teach us that perseverance is the 
mig·htiest source of power. Think 
for a moment of the distinguished 
American scientist, Samuel F. B. 
Morse, he who labored so untir-
ingly and at first unsuccessfully 
for aid to enable him to carry out 
his grand idea concerning the elec-
tric telegraph. Who attributes to 
anything but his perseverance the 
adoption of that wonderful vehicle 
of communication by all civilized 
countries throughout the world ? 
Having conceived the idea not 
merely of an electric telegraph, 
but of an electro-magnetic and 
chemical recording telegraph, 
nothing daunted him in the pur-
suit of his purpose. His untiring la-
bor was rewarded. He reaped the 
full benefits to which his invention 
entitled him and is said to have 
received more marks of distinction 
than were ever before received by 
his countrymen. 
Again, energy enables one to 
force his way through drudgery 
and dry detail and carries him on-
ward and upward in every station 
of life. It accomplishes much 
more than genius without one-half 
the disappointment and peril. 
"U nr.ewarded genius is a proverb." 
Milton, 
LITERARY. 
"He who rode sublime 
Upon the wings of ecstacy, 
Tlie secrets of the abyss to spy," 
was no poetic creation. It was 
only by energy of will in forward-
ing his purpose that he attained 
such lofty heights in the poetic 
world. Hence energy of will may 
be defined to be the central power 
of character. In a word, it is the 
person himself. It gives impulse 
to his every action and soul to his 
every effort. 
Life is cumulative in all its ways. 
A steady purpose is like a river 
that gathers volume and momen-
tum by flowing on. Thus we ac-
complish more than the purpose. 
We gain steadiness and strength. 
\Varren Hastings is a fine example 
of a man strengthened and inspired 
by.a clearly~defined purpose. We 
cultivate self-denial, unselfishness 
and concentration of effort, and a 
certain concentration is 'essential 
to excellence except in rare cases, 
like Aristotle and Franklin, whose 
natures were so broad as to cover 
all studies and pursuits. But per-
sons with comparatively moderate 
powers will accomplish much if 
they apply themselves wholly and 
indefatigably to one thing at a 
time. The successful person is 
not the one who can do many 
things indifferently, but one thing 
in a superior manner. Fowf!l Bux-
ton placed his confidence in ordi-
nary means and extraordinary ap-
plicati~,n, obeying the scriptural 
injunction, "Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with all thy 
might," and he attributed his own 
success in life to his practice of 
being a whole man to one thing 
at a time. 
Men may he classified in many 
ways, but there is no clearer-cut 
division than between those who 
have a purpose and those who are 
without one. It is the character 
of the purpose that determines the 
character of the man, for a purpose 
may be good or bad, high or low, 
and it is the strength and definite-
ness of the purpose that deter-
mines the measure of success. It 
is one of the gracious features of 
our natures that we are capable of 
forming a purpose. The mind 
overleaps its ignorance aud fixes 
upon what is wisest and best. 
The career of Beaconsfield, the 
most brilliant among modern Eng-
lish statesmen, is an illustration of 
how a definite purpose carries. one 
on to its fufillment. When he was 
laughed at and jeered into silence 
in his first attempt to address the 
house of commons, he remarked : 
"I am not surprised at the recep-
tion I have experienced. I have 
begun several times many things, 
and I have often succeeded at last. 
I. shall sit down now., but the time 
will come when you will hear me," 
speaking not out of any pettishness 
of the moment, but from a settled 
purpose to lead his compeers. The 
186 LITERARY 
rebuff but whetted the edge of his 
grand ambition. 
The great object of Peter Coop-
er, one of America's great phi-
lanthrophists, was to educate and 
elevate the industrial classes of the 
(ommunity, to establish in his na-
tive city an institution in which 
the working classes could secure 
that instruction for which he when 
young sought in vain, and ·which, 
but for: his unparalleled integrity of 
purpose, he never would have re-
ceived. The power of his purpose 
is easier apprehended than com-
prehended. 
Let us meet life with definite 
purpose. Let every day and every 
season have its purpose directed 
toward the consummation of a life 
purpose. Some arc apt to suffer 
themselves to be led into a calling 
rather than push their way. In-
deed, the word "calling" seems to 
have lost its meaning. They hear 
no voice summoning them to the 
appointed field, but drift into this 
or that as happens. They appear 
will pay the price, there are others 
that are reserved for those who are 
especially fortunate or have pe-
culiar claims. The providence 
that, to us, blindly endows and 
strangely leads, app0rtions the 
great honors of existence. But 
providence has nothing good or 
high in store for one who does not 
aim at something high or good. A 
purpose is the eternal condition of 
success. Nothing will take its 
place. Talent will not. The 
chance of events, the push. of cir-
c~mstances will not. The natural 
unfolding of faculties wiil not. 
Education will not. The country 
is full of unsuccessful educ.1tcd 
persons. Imlecd there is no road 
the truest success .but through 
ct clear, strong, noble purpose. 
"Greatly begin; though thou have time 
Rut for a line, he that sublime. 
Kot failure, but low aim is crime." 
----•-----
JAMES FENIMORE COOPER. 
RY WILL JI. WRIGHT. 
to be-waiting, to be floating,with James Fenimore Cooper was 
the current, instead of rowing to- born in a quiet, homely village in 
ward the hills where lie the tre,,s- New Jersey, September 15, 1789. 
ures of life. His grandfather was an English-
But it would be absurd to think man who had fled from the despot-
that if we aim and strive with suf- 1 ic rule of Charles II to settle in the 
ficient energy to become great new world. Fenimore as a child 
statesmen, famous artists or poets, exhibited no rare talents or extra-
or for any other specific high end ordinary ability. He graduated at 
we will certainly reach it, for Yale college at the age of sixteen, 
though there arc certain great which, however, was not such a 
prizes that anyone may win who difficult feat as might be imagined, 
LITERARY. 
a graduate in those days bei~g no his wife that "he believed he could 
farther advanced than a freshman write a better novel than that him-
in most colleges is to-day. His self." This was the beginning of 
early life among the wooded glens his career. The bud which had so 
and the picturesque scenery of, little promised the beautiful flower 
New Jersey produced a love for began to unfold. The genius was 
wild, exciting adventure. concentrated on an aim. Al-
Leaving college, he entered the though not a masterpiece the 
navy as a midshipman, and being work revealed the genius of its au-
the happy possessor of a very re- thor. Its plots, its pen-pictures, 
tentive memory he here learned its plain, powerful style, its terse-
the accurate principles of seaman- ness and tenderness of expression; 
ship which afterward formed the told of great literary ability. It 
groundwork of his nautical tales. was followed in a few years by 
Six years at sea, made memor- "The Spy," a novel founded on inci-
able by many perilous and hazard- dents of the war of the revolution. 
ous adventures, tired him of the It was a wnture in the right di-
life and he retired to a pleasant rection, being too closely connect-
country-scat near Cooperstown, ed with the sympathies of his 
New York. Susceptible to the countrymen to pass in vain the 
frailties of his sex, he vvooed and eyes of the people. It met with a 
wed the idol of his heart, after a flattering succesi, and was trans-
year spent on land. lated and repubiished in most of 
The next ten years of his life the countries of Europe. The im-
were uneventful ones. Living in portance of this work cannot be 
ease and comfort on patrimonial overestimated. It founded Amer-
possessions, hunting and fishing at ican romance· and showed the 
leisure, his future promised little world the first successful venture 
else than a life of luxury and in this line. The stirring scenes 
pleasure. But a day came when of war and adventure, the hair-
his genius was awakened, when breadth escapes, the refugees on 
the vast powers of imagination the neutral ground, the thrilling 
and plot which had so long lain skirmishes and, more than all, the 
latent in, his b_osom burst forth, deep sense of patriotism it awak-
startling the whole literary world. ens, combine to make its superior-
The incident of the beginning of ity distinct. Who can fail to rec-
his literary life is a peculiar one. ognize in the patient, kind, gentle-
It is related that once when tired manly Harper the great Washing-
of reading a novel of doubtful in- ton? or who can for a moment 
terest he flung it aside and said to lose interest in the devott·d, fear-
188 LITERARY. 
less, honest Harvey Birch? Nev-
er shrinking from duty, willing to 
sacrifice all for his country, he lives 
and dies with no reward but his 
consciousness of having done well, 
no title but that of peddler and 
spy. The popularity of this work 
won for Cooper the admiration of 
the world ; yet it was with diffi-
dence that he placed each new 
work before the public. 
Handkerchief." Whenever he left 
the lines of pure fiction and ro-
mance he failed. 
His activity was marked, and at 
the close of his life of usefulness in 
185 I about thirty-five volumes had 
been penned. No other author 
has ever possessed that world of 
descriptive power of the woods, 
the sky, the sea and every object 
in nature, which manifests itself in 
his works. No author has ever 
Cooper's greatest work was his succeeded as he in the delineation 
sea tales. In this field he is with- of Indian manners, customs and 
out a peer. His "life on the ocean character. He had been among 
wave" had rendered him familiar them, had eaten, drank, hunted 
with all the minute details of sea- and lived with them for months, 
manship. The ship was to him a and no observations were lost. 
thing of life and he managed it The dusty characters in "The 
like a plaything in the hands of a Prairie," "The Pathfinder," "The 
child. "The Pilot" and "The Red Pioneer" and "The Last of the 
Rover" are acknowledged as his Mohicans" are true to live. He 
best sea romances. The strange loved to tell of the sea, of the roll-
cloud of mystery that hangs over ing billows, the mighty waves, the 
the former from its introduction smooth shining surface of the deep. 
fills the reader with interest. He always speaks of her as it were 
When that mysterious being, the in reverence and awe. The rough 
pilot, speaks, all is silence. His sailors that float on the mighty 
voice, heard above the bellowing crafts across its mighty bosom are 
roar of the waves as he guides the subject to all the emotion of "lands-
frail "Ariel" among the shoals, men" under his depicting pen. 
changes to a quiet cadence when What grander character is found 
in the drawing-room-a strange, on the pages of fiction than "Long 
solitary, admired being from first Tom Coffin" and what more pa-
to last, when we are led to guess thetic scene is described than his 
his real name-Paul Jones, the going down to the briny deep on 
revolutionary hero. His "Naval the ship he loved and from which 
History" did not meet with a flat- he could not part-the "Anel"? 
tering success, as also was the fate No writer in the annals of fiction 
of "Autobiography of a Pocket has possessed so many rare quali-
SCIEN.7'.IFIC. 
ties of excellence. Whether it be emphatically belongs to the 
the treacherous savage, the faith- nation." - [Vashington Irving. 
fol guide, the venerable old man "With what amazing power has 
or the beautiful woman, he is true he painted nature !"--Revue de Par-
to his description. Each character is. "The works of our great nov-
is introduced in a peculiarly orig- elist have improved and adorned 
inal manner and the texture of the our literature."-Edward E,,crf'ttc. 
tale is so woven that the interest "The creations of his genius shall 
is even on the increase as we fol- survive through centuries to come 
low its course along. and only perish with our language." 
Cooper has given us few female -Wm. C. Bryant. "His works 
characters, but in those he has should find a place in every 
been most successful. The whole American library."--Danial vVeb-
literary world has produced no ster. "In his productions every 
such character as "Ruth" and American should take an honest 
"Hettey Hether." In the former pride."--Wm. H. Prescott. 
he conceived the finest picture of The Iowa agricultural college 
a wife and mother. Every action library contains scores of the 
of her life is gilded with a golden works of ancients which are 
tinge. The purest virtues have scarcely ever opened by students, 
made her life a pleasing poem. but of the works of Cooper, the 
She is all of gentleness and love. American novelist, the prince of 
Distress and sorrow do not change fiction, NOT ONE. 
her but to take away her youthful 
bloom. Her domestic life is full 
of pathos and beauty. She is 
Cooper's ideal of Puritan simplici-
ty and kindness. • It would be im- "CRAZY" POLLEN OF THE BELL-
WORT. 
possible in this brief sketch to note 
particularly any of his many char-
acters. In the fields of romance 
he has never been excelled. No 
pen has ever painted scenery more 
vividly or character more beauti-
fully. He touched the tender 
chords of sympathy and aroused 
the noble feelings of patriotism 
and national devotion. "He will 
ever live in the history of human 
greatness."-Lcwis Cass. "Cooper 
The pollen of the great-flowered 
bell-wort ( Uvularia grandijlora 
Sm.) is of good size, smooth coat-
ed, nearly colorless (yellow in 
mass) and in many ways well 
adapted for use in labratory work 
with students. The two nuclei 
may ~be easily demonstrated by 
using methyl violet or methyl 
green. The best reagent, how-
ever, out of a large number em-
SC/ENT/FIC. 
ployed, is azo rubin when used in 
a very dilute solution. Picric acid 
brings out the smaller nucleus in a 
very satisfactory manner. The 
larger nucleus is.nearly as long· as 
the pollen grain (5 Sa-6511) ; usually 
occupies its center; is many times 
longer than broad, and somewhat 
bent and pointed at each encl. 
The smaller nucleus is oval shaped 
and not more than one-eighth as 
large as the' long nucleus. It oc-
cupies a nearly central position in 
the pollen grain. 
These U vularia pollen g-rains 
germinate quickly in a medium 
sugar solution and exhibit a fine 
circulation of protoplasm within 
the larger tubes. In germination 
a tube arises seemingly at any 
point upon the surface of the 
grain. It as frequently grows 
from the side as from the encl, and 
occasi<.mally there are two tubes 
from the same grain when g-rowing 
under ordinary conditions. Large 
numbers of pollen grains were 
found with tubes a millimetre in 
length when first removed from 
the anthers. It was therefore not 
necessary to wait upon the cultures 
for a supply of germinating pollen. 
In the culture medium some tubes 
obtained a length of two milli-
metres in fifteen hours. In many 
instances the large nucleus was 
found in the tube, and in one case 
it was in the somewhat enlarged 
tips of the tube. The granular 
contents of the tubes were ar-
ranged in well-defined rows which 
occupied a somewhat spiral direc-
tion beneath.the wall of the tube. 
The protoplasm in its motion ob-
served the same direction, and re-
minded the observers of what is to 
be seen within the long cells of a 
N itella. The g-ranulcs could be 
followed to the enlarged tip of the 
tube, where they passed by th,: nu-
cleus upon one side and turned and 
returned upon the opposite side. 
The cyclosis was quite rapid, and 
it is to be reg-rettcd that measure-
ments of the movements of the 
granules were not recorded.· 
One of the culture slides lost a 
large part of the nourishing sug·ar 
solution by absorption into the 
pieces of the surrounding blotting 
paper, and the pollen grains upon 
the under surface of the suspended 
glass cover produced tubes of very 
strange abnormal forms. Some 
germinated from the side, others 
from the encl, ·while others still 
sent out tubes from both side and 
end. In some cases the remnant 
of the pollen grain was like a shell 
that is found upon the back of "a 
snail. In some instances the pol-
len grain looked as if it had under-
gone a process similar to that of 
the popping open of a grain of 
corn. In others there was an 
arnceba-like mass, projecting from 
one side of the grain, having not 
less that; a dozen arms extending 
in as many directions. In one 
case there was a grnin with a 
EDITORIAL. 
broad zigzag extending band, as 
if the point of growth had changed 
alternately from right to left as the 
tube increased in length. It is 
doubtless true that the projecting 
pollen tube in each of the abnor-
mal cases met with more than us-
ual resistance and the place of 
growth was shifted to another 
part of the tube. In this way, by 
the increase in size taking place at 
points of least resistance, each 
pollen grain built up a structure 
peculiar to itself, determined by 
it~ su~rounding·s. It is not entire-
ly unlike the formation of irregu-
lar, lifeless structures when liquids 
undergo solidification or even 
crystallization under unfavorable 
circumstances. 
These unfortunate Uvularia pol-
len grains teach us of the persist-
ency that is inherent in these 
ll.ighly vitalized cells. After sue-
cessive failures to develop long 
tubes they still boldly attempted 
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vVE have received a number of 
congratulations on the alumni 
number of THE AURORA issued 
last month and hope that it has 
been thoroughly appreciated by all 
our readers, and especially by the 
EDITORIAL. 
alumni. And we may add that 
we hope that those who have not 
already done so will show their ap-
preciation in a practical way; for 
the treasurer of THE AURORA as-
sociation reports that the "need-
ful'" in his possession i~ becoming 
quite scarce. As the August 
number contained nearly a dozen 
extra pages we will from motives 
of economy, make this number a 
little smaller than usual. 
of thought, without regard to the 
euphony or purity of the words ; 
second, those who use words to 
express thoughts, but at the same 
time select the most beautiful, har-
monious, standard English words ; 
third, those who have thoughts to 
express, but who regard the words 
in which a thought is expressed as 
of more importance than the 
thought itself; fourth, those who 
have no thought to express, but 
simply string together beautiful 
and high-sounding words and 
phrases. Of the first class, we find 
representative among busines,, and 
scientific men. Of the second 
class, we find as representative 
nearly all of our standard authors. 
The third class is quite extensively 
r c'presented in literature, espc'::ial-
ly among young writers ; the 
"typical" oration which we de-
scribed in an account of the junior 
exhibition is produced by writers 
of this class; they require con-
siderable literary ability and good 
taste and arc very pleasant to 
listen to, but, in the words of an 
PROF. SHELTON, who was elect-
ed professor of agriculture on such 
liberal terms by the board of trus-
tees of this college, refuses to ac-
cept the position and hence that 
department is without a regulai-
professor, and the classes must be 
taught by other professors, which 
is very unfortunate to say the least. 
Better success however attended 
the efforts to secure a competent 
successor to Miss Blood as pre-
ceptress and professor of elocution. 
Miss Eaton, sister of the ex-com-
missioner of the department of ed-
ucation, was secured. She is a 
graduate of Mt. Holyoke and 
has had considerable experience old miniSt er, they won't "con-
wince," "conwict" or "conwirt." 
in eastern schools. 
THE purpose of words is said to 
be to express thoughts, but they 
are not always used for that pur-
pose. \Vritcrs and speakers may 
be divided in about four classes 
according to the purpose for which 
they use words. First, those who 
use words solely for the expression 
The speaker who regards beautiful 
and high-sounding words, phrases 
and figures of speech as of more 
importance than the thoughts he 
is expressing will, if he has ability, 
interest, please and perhaps daz-
zle his audience, but he will not 
arouse any deep emotion or im-
press any thought firmly on the 
EDITORIAL. 
minds of his hearers, for the fine express any clear, definite thought 
figures and phrases attract the at- of his own when he has none to 
tention from the thought and as a express? If he has unusually 
consequence no lasting impression good taste he may, however, pro-
is produced. Such orations have · duce a beantiful oration that will 
their proper place in oratorical be pleasant to listen to and per-
contests and perhaps in other ex- haps receive high honors. For ex-
ercises where the principal aim is ample, an oration of this class 
to please, but they have no place took third honors at the interstate 
in the practical world and but oratorical contest this year. But 
little if any place in the literary it would perhaps be appropiate to 
world, outside of poetry. The call such productions a blasphemy 
fourth class has many representa- of the English language, for they 
tives, especially among young are the taking of words in vain. 
writers. This style is the result I The first thing to do in all literary 
of writing and speaking when one work is to get some thoughts of 
has really nothing to say. It must one's own on the subject, either by 
be admitted that this pernicious "evolving them out of the inner 
habit is indulged in more by stu- consc:ousness" or by reading and 
dents than any other class, and it conversation obtain thoughts from 
is not to be wondered at, for the others, and by thought and reflec-
student who is assigned the task of tion digest and assimilate them 
writing an essay or oration thinks until they become one's own ; 
that something wonderful is expec- then express those thoughts as 
ted of him and accordingly chooses clearly as possible. In rewriting 
some high-sounding sqbject that the qualities of force and beauty 
he knows nothing about (for any sufficient to appropriately clothe 
subject that he knows any thing the thoughts should be kept in 
about is too commonplace). He view. In poetry and in orations 
then reads about the subject, look- for contest figures of speech and 
ing all the time for striking phrases euphonious words may be used to 
and figures of speech instead of decorate the thoughts, but in no 
studying the subject to learn some- other case should they be used for 
thing about it. Then without any their own sakes, but only for the 
real thoughts that he wants to ex- strength and clearness they give 
press he commences to write, put- to the thoughts. 
ting in all the beautiful and high- ======~ 
sounding words, phrases and fig- SEVERAL of our exchanges have 
ures he can think of-or "borrow." discussed the marking system and 
Is it any wonder that he fails to all of them criticise and condemn 
EDITORIAL. 
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it. The principal arguments J higher than another does not indi-
against it are that marks are a very i cate that he i~ that much smarter, 
imperfect standard by which to I for this slight difference may be 
judge of a student's ability and ' due to chance, or, what is more 
that there are many evils connect- · commonly the case, the one who 
ed with the application of the sys- has the highest marks has paid 
tern. Both of these facts will, we close attention to the details of the 
think, be admitted by those who subject as presented in the text-
favor the marking system. Marks book in order, perhaps, to get a 
are not intended to be a measure high mark, while the other one has 
of a student's ability o-nly indirect- mastered only the important por-
ly. Nor are they a measure of the tions of his text-book and then, 
student's knowledge of any sub- perhaps, has studied the subject in 
ject. But they are a more or less other books, so that he has a more 
perfect measure of the student's extensive but less minute know-
knowledge of that portion of the ledge of the subject than the first. 
subject passed over in class. If This may often be true ; but this 
the marking is done carefully and fact will be found in general to 
fairly the mark is a fair indication hold good : the good student will 
of the work done by tlte student reaeive a good mark and the poor 
on that portion of the subject, and student a poor mark; and this is 
is simply a more @.efinite and sys- all that can reasonably be expect-
tematic way of saying that the ed or claimed for the system. 
student has done excellent, good, There is no absolutely correct 
average, or poor work in his class. measurement in the physical world 
It also also indicates to the same and muc,h less can there be in the 
extent the ability of a student. intellectual world, but in both 
The mark depends mainly upon the cases approximations are possible 
student's ability to master the sub- and convenient in forming esti-
ject and the time he has put upon mates. That there are evils con-
it. Of course in examination the i;il- nected with the system is admit-
ement of chance enters to the same ted, but there are also consider-
extent, but as a rule not sufficient- able advantages connected with it. 
ly to change the marks materially. If the system is very improperly 
Where students have about the applied the evils may exceed the 
same time to devote to a subject, advantages, but where it is prop-
high marks usually correctly indi- erly applied we believe that the 
cate greater ability than low advantages far exceed the disad-
marks ; but the fact that one stu- vantages, and the fact that the 
dent has a mark a few per cel1lt. system is still so largely used indi-
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cates that many prominent educat-
ors hold the same view. Marks 
when properly used are a stimulus 
to effort (added to but not taking 
the place of others that may be 
considered as higher), which is 
needed by most students and by 
the best of students at times. 
They direct the efforts of the stu-
dent, so that if the teacher makes 
as his standard a thorough under-
standing of the subject the student 
will acquire that thorough under-
standing of the subject and. not 
simply memorize it, and they are 
an approximate measure of the 
work done by the student and an 
indication of his ability. 
Other colleges are h<j,ving their 
vacation now and consequently we 
have been receiving no college ex-
changes lately. The June ex-
changes were all filled with com-
mencement echoes and remarks by 
retiring editors. Many ofthe edi-
tors complain of the want of finan-
cial support for their papers. 
Two, we are sorry to say, are to 
be discontinued on that account-
the Delaware College Revirw, of 
Delaware college, Newark, Del., 
and the Farm '.Journal, which has 
been so ably conducted by the 
agricultural students of this col-
lege. We had hoped that the 
'.Journal was a fixture here, for it 
was a good representative and ad-
vertisement of a very important 
department of this college, but the 
farmers of the state did not sup-
port it as they should have done 
and the boys naturally grew weary 
of editing the paper and folding 
and mailing 2,000 copies every 
month for nothing and running 
their chances of coming out in 
debt at the end of the year. They 
deserve credit for running the 
paper as long as they did. 
Grapes!! 
State fair! 
Senior pictures ! 
CJiapel services during the week 
are at 5: I 5 now instead of at 5, as 
before. 
A good motto for dass day this 
year would be, "YOU vote for me 
and I'll vote for you." 
The Bachelors have an elegant 
new chandelier which adds much 
to the appearance of their room. 
A very entertaining musicale 
was given by Miss Gaff and Mr. 
Barrows on the evening of Sept.' 2. 
A rain about the first of Septem-
ber gave the campus a better ap-
pearance than it has had for over 
a year. 
The wise and learned Sopho-
mores, after trying green calico 
neck ties and various other devices 
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to bring themselves into notice, at I <lon't the boys steci.l the rest?" is 
last resorted to colored eye glass- the only suggestion that brings 
es. They succeeded! any relief! 
The Clios, by their usual perse- A college "economic society" 
verence, have obtained a new car- , has been organized for the benefit 
pct for their little hall, which, with [ of the students of political econ-
their other improvements, makes , omy. The society meets Friday 
it a most cosy room. ! evenings every two weeks. Mr. 
The students enjoyed a vacation . Tilden is president, Miss Hainer 
of two days given them for state ! vice president. 
fair. Those who did not go im- I The girls who didn't go to the 
proved the opportunity of having · state fair made a list of the boys 
a good time generally. , who did go, as they came into the 
The Junior class in domestic ·. dining-room to breakfast, reaching 
economy spend three hours of ev- i their conclusions from the hasty 
cry Saturday forenoon at sopth and excited manner in which hair, 
hall, and there revel in the luxur- neckties, etc., were arranged. 
ies of a domestic economy dinner. A very interesting ball game 
The road which ran by the farm between the Seniors and Freshmen 
house had to be moved to give was cut short by rain. The fact 
room for a doorstep. It is several that ball games have been much 
yards from the former place now, more numerous than rains this 
and the yard it le;ives in front of season ,vas sufficient consolation 
the, house adds much to its ap- to the disappointed spectators. 
pearance. 
The senior poetry "hit the mark" 
and was certainly what almost ev-
ery one believed, but it displayed 
such an amount of envy and ven-
om on the part of the other side 
that it almost turned the tid-c of 
sympathy. 
Grapes twice a day for two 
weeks is a rare treat! Mathemat-
ical calculations are being made as 
to how long they will last at that 
rate, and the horrifying conclu-
sion of at least three or four weeks 
more has been reached. "\Vhy 
Special sessions have been a 
common thing this term. The 
Philo's had a Senior session, the 
Bachelors a Freshman session, and 
the Crescents a Freshman declama-
tion contest. The programs for 
these occasions, the work of mem-
bers of tl1e societies,,were very ar-
tistic and attracted a great deal of 
attention. 
PERSONAL. 
Mrs. Riley's little nephew, Frank 
Riley, is visiting her. 
Miss Herrick, a teacher of Al-
gona, visited the Misses Mann. 
Minnie Roberts enjoyed a visit 
of several days from her brother. 
G. K. Cherrie, once a student of 
the I. A. C., is now a cowboy in 
Dakota. 
Mrs. Riley spent several days 
visiting her parents, during· state 
fair time. 
Miss May McHenry, a student of 
Mount Vernon, visited her cousin, 
Miss Whaley. 
Lizzie Councilman, of Jefferson, 
a student in '84, made a filying vis-
it to the college. 
Mrs. Davidson, mother of Jim 
and Charlie, spent the Sunday after 
the fair at the college. 
Miss Gladys Sallee, a student of 
last year, is assistant principal at 
Forest City the coming year. 
N. P. Wood, once a member of 
'8 I, is now in the employ of the C. 
& D. R. R. at Cherokee, Iowa. 
Miss Winnie Anderson spent a 
week at her home in J efferson,where 
she went to attend the wedding of 
a friend. 
Henry Wallace, another of the 
juniors who didn't stay with us, is 
farming near Orient, Iowa. Yates, 
who spent the summer vacation 
with him on the farm, is reported 
to have said he would rather be-
well, most anywhere than on a 
farm. 
Miss Edna Wade spent a week 
at home resting, and returned so 
much improved that she was hard-
ly recognized. 
Prof. Barrows' son Frank re-
turned September 7 to his studies 
in the conservatory of music at 
Oberlin, Ohio. 
Marion Watrous and Ethel Bar-
tholomew, who have been out the 
past year, were wekomed back 
this term by all. 
Frank Boyd, formerly a mem-
ber of '87, was married a short 
time ago, to a young lady near his 
home at Bedford. 
Mrs. Edith Embody, of Los An-
geles, Cal., a student of the I. A. 
C. in '79 and 'So, visited Miss 
Budd this summer. 
Miss Zelma Farwell returned 
to the college after her visit home 
much improved in health, and is 
boarding at south hall at present. 
Dr. Yeomans preached one of 
the most interesting and eloquent 
sermons which it has been the 
good fortune of the students to 
listen to. 
Miss Crawford joined the list of 
those who found it necessary to 
leave the college to recuperate, 
and spent a few days in the coun-
try visiting friends. 
ALUMNI. 
! 
Lulu B. Wright, originally of sick soon after his arrival at the I. 
the class of '88, has returned to A. C. and was obliged to return to 
the I. A. C. this fall, but on ac- his home. He will, however, re-
count of her year's absence, will turn to receive his sheep skin at 
graduate with the '89's commencement. 
Mrs. Ewing returned to the col-
lege about the middle of August 
to finish her work as instructor 
here. She goes to Pardue univer-
sity sometime in October. 
Miss June George, whom the 
Juniors were so sorry to lose last 
spring, did not return this fall ;cs 
she then expected, but is teaching 
near her home at Iowa Falls. 
Miss Myra Whited, one of ~he 
most substantial members of rhe 
sophomore class, gave up college 
to accept a position in the Eldora 
schools. Everyone wishes Myra 
success. 
Miss Rome, of Davenport, is a 
student at South hall until Mrs. 
Ewing goes to Pardue, when she 
will accompany her there to fin-
ish her course of study in domestic 
economy. 
Miss Nannie \Vaugh was very 
suddenly called home by the se-
vere illness of her brother, who 
died a few minutes after she 
reached home. She has not re-
turned, but is expected in a few 
weeks. 
Fred Faville, after a term's ab-
sence, in which time by his char-
acteristic energy he kept up with 
the work of his class, was taken 
Miss Kittie Gardner, well re-
membered as a student of the I. 
A. C. and a member of class 
'85, was married at her home in 
Forest City to a Mr. Clark of 
Manson, Iowa, where they will 
make their future home. 
Miss Florence Marts, of the 
Freshman class, finding the work 
too severe for her health, has gone 
home. Her class-mates regret 
the necessity that compelled her 
to leave, as much on account of 
her worth as because of the al-
ready small number of their class. 
·--~• JIL lf ~]'f L•ij--
'84. A. U. Quint made a short 
visit to his sister at the college 
'83. Mrs. Knapp is making a 
visit to her parents at Oxford, Neb. 
'85. L. F. McCoy is a resident 
engineer of the C. & D. R. R. at 
Sheldon, Iowa. 
'86. M. Z. Farwell spent a few 
days at Ames and the college on 
a visit to his sister-of course! 
'So.· Mrs. Carrie Lane Chap-
man delivered her lecture on 
"America for Americans" before 
the students Aug. 20. The sub-
ject was well handleed by this 
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talented woman and the lecture JuuA WE:sTcH ............. Cor. Secretary. 
was much appreciated by the stu-
dents. The I. A. C. may well 
feel proud of her graduates. 
'84. J. F. Porter, who is en-
gaged in engineering work in St. 
Louis, spent several days at the 
college 11.t the time of the alumni 
meeting. 
'85. Emma Porter has a posi-
tion for the coming year in the 
State Center schools, where her 
college room-mate, Anna Nichols, 
is assistant principal. 
'85. Oak Norton came up fr<;>m 
the state fair, and !:>topped at the 
college for a few minutes. Every-
body was glad to see him again, 
and those who didn't see him were 
glad he had been here. 
'84-'8 Misses Fannie Wilson 
and Nellie Bell each stopp~d at 
the college for a short visit, on 
their way back to their school 
work-Miss \1/ilson at Onawa, 
Miss. Bell at l\1issouri Valley. 
'85. D. B. Collier stopped at 
the college about the time of 
alumni meeting, on his way out 
west. He got tired of answering 
the question why he didn't bring 
Lydia along and didn't stay long. 
The four literary societies meet in their 
respective halls every Saturday evening at 
7:30 P. M. All are invited to attend. 
CLIOLIAN LITERARY SOCIETY. 
OLLIE WILSON .................. President. 
BACHELOR DEBATING SOCIETY. 
A. C. FELT ..................... President. 
C. L. BARTHOLOMEW ... · .... Cor. Secretary. 
·PI-ULOMATHEAN LITERARY 
SOCIETY. 
JOSEPH PAXTON ................ Preside11t. 
BERTHA RooT ............. Cor. Secretary. 
CRESCENT LITERARY SOCIETY. 
GEORGE ST!JRTZ ................ President. 
\V. L. THOMPSON .......... Cor. Secretary. 
SOCIETY OF ENGINEERS. 
Meets in Engineering Hall at 7 P. M., every 
second and fourth Fridays of each month. 
Those interested in engineering are cordially 
invited. 
J. PAXTON ...... · .... ••· .......... President. 
W. N. GLADSON ................ Secretary. 
AGRICULlURAL AND HORTICUL-
TURAL ASSOCIATION. . . 
Meets in North Hall at 7. P. M., every al-
ternate Friday. Those int~rested are cor-
dially invited. 
]. CRAIG ...... ' ............... p;es'i<lent. 
S.·S: koosER ........ . _, ....... :. Secretary. 
VETERINARY MEpICAL SOCIETY. 
Meets in Sanitary Hall at 7. P. M,, every 
second and fourth Friday of each month. 
All interested in this line cordially invited. 
M. STALKER ..................... Presiden ~. 
L. G. PATTY ........•...... "./.;.Secretary. 
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 
MEETINGS. 
Sunday School every Sunday at- r:15 P. M. 
Prayer Meeting: Sunday evening at 7 P. M., 
rn the chapel·; Thursday evening at -6:IO P. 
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M., in Freshman Recitation Room. A cor- To Whom it may Concern 
dial invitation is extended to all. 
E. A. KIRKPATRICK •.••...•...•. President. 
JULIA WENTCH ......•.......... Secretary. 
Keep abreast with the times by buying 
your goods at the 
Palace+ Drug+ Store ! 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. Where they study the needs of their customers 
and are always ready and willing, for rea-
sonable compensation, to furmsh the 
R. F. JORDAN ................... President. best goods obtainable. We make 
E.W. STANTON .. ••··••••••··•• .Secretary. Prescriptions a Specialty! 
SCIENCE CLUB. 
V. C. GAMB~:LI ................. President. 
N. E. HANSEN .............•.... Secretary. 
COLLEGE BAND. 
C. FINNIGAN .•.•.......•........ Prcsiclent. 
And handle all goods usually found in 
a first-class Drug Store. 
Our New Soda Fountain ! 
Will soon be m readiness to accommodate 
"all ye that thirst,'' and the 
B. Garcia's Famous Cigar 
Sells on its merits. Try 1t. Call and see us, 
try the new road which please.; so many, 
and surely you will not depart from it. 
B. J. Su ELDEN ......•.....•..... Secretary. J. H. PICKETT & Co., Ames, Iowa. 
---- --------------
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